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Swiss Academies‘ institutions (not merit-based)
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Swiss Academies‘ activities in relation to the SDGs

• (Voluntary national report on the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development)

• Communication activities: Reports & Events 

• Science-policy dialogue

• Support of transdisciplinary research

• Education: Funding programme

• New: focus on research for sustainable development
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Communication activities: example
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Communication activities: example
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Science-policy dialogue

• Swiss Biodiversity Forum
• Forum for Climate and Global Change ProClim
• Genetic Research Forum
• Research Partnership with Developing Countries
• Network for Transdisciplinary Research td-net
• National Park Research and Swiss Parks Research
• Alpine Studies
• Polar and High Altitude Research
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Science-policy dialogue (cont.)
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Akademien der Wissenschaften 
Schweiz (2015) Mit Wissenschaft 
die Politik erreichen. 
Swiss Academies Reports 10 (5). 



Support of transdisciplinary research

A transdisciplinary research process links societal problem 
solving with scientific knowledge production in a process of 
co-producing knowledge
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Education: Funding programme U Change

September 11, 2018 IAP-EASAC Workshop, Halle 9

www.u-change.ch



New: focus on research for sustainable development

• Research agenda
aligned with societal priorities for implementing the SDGs

• Funding opportunities
• Community building 

connecting scientists among each other, internationally and with 
important practitioners and stakeholders

• (Public debate)
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Bring key unresolved, societally highly relevant 
questions to the scientific forefront 

• Identify major wicked problems whose solutions require scientific 
efforts to allow for evidence based decision making, and launch 
those as key topics for research

• Point out important societal challenges where Switzerland has a 
particular responsibility and leverage on the global scale

• Give scientists, funders and other stakeholders in Switzerland an 
orientation for their individual and collective (programme level) short 
and medium term thematic positioning

• Allow the creation of project networks and partnerships for inter-
and transdisciplinary collaboration

• Build a community of sustainability researchers in Switzerland 
as part of a broader network of stakeholders

• Support the creation of appropriate funding schemes
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Leveraging existing priority topics
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Be part of a multi-actor system
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What we are learning from this process; 
or: where can we get better?

• Internal coordination of activities
• New and unconventional knowledge brokering formats
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Thank you for your attention!
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