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The Joint Research Centre 
at a glance

3000 staff
Almost 75% are scientists 
and researchers.
Headquarters in Brussels 
and research facilities
located in 5 Member States.
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UN and European Union policy context
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UN SDGs:  International context

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
officially came into force
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• The SDGs are not legally binding. 

• Countries take ownership and establish a framework for achieving 
the Goals.

• Implementation and success will rely on countries’ own sustainable 
development policies, plans and programmes.

• Countries have responsibility for follow-up and review, at the 
national, regional and global levels, with regard to the progress 
made in implementing the Goals and targets over the next 15 
years. 

• Actions to monitor progress will require quality, accessible and 
timely data collection and regional follow-up and review. 

UN SDGs:  International context
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UN SDGs:  the European Union  context
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2. Financing: the Commission 
will explore how EU budgets 

and future financial 
programmes can best 

contribute to the delivery of the 
2030 Agenda

3. Measuring progress: the 
Commission will contribute by  

monitoring, reporting and 
reviewing progress towards the 

Sustainable Development 
Goals 

4. Shared responsibility: 
Implementation needs to be 
taken forward in partnership 
with all; a multi-stakeholder 

Platform will bring stakeholders 
together

1. Governance: a holistic and 
cross-sector policy approach to 

ensure that economic, social 
and environmental challenges 

are addressed together

UN SDGs:  the European Union  context
How the EU will take forward the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
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UN SDGs:  the European Union  context
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Science for SDGs : examples from the 
JRC research activity supporting SDGs
implementation
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Number of JRC Projects/Work Packages addressing 
individual SDGs at least 47 are involved, and 4 Projects  
address all SDGs collectively 
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... in the overarching policy framework involving 
EU Member States, EC and International 
Processes

Custodian Agencies
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Measuring progress: The Global Surface Water 
Explorer https://global-surface-water.appspot.com/

Target 6.6: By 2020, protect and 
restore water-related 
ecosystems, including 
mountains, forests, wetlands, 
rivers, aquifers and lakes

Indicator 6.6.1: Change in the 
extent of water-related 
ecosystems over time

GSWE maps and statistics are 
fully validated and have been 
distributed to over 180 countries 
by UN Environment for 
consideration as reporting 
against Indicator 6.6.1.a: Spatial 
extent
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Interlinkages among the SDGs

Visualizing key 
interactions from the 
perspective of Goal 7 

(co-benefits)

Visualizing key interactions 
from the perspective of Goal 7

(trade offs)

Miola et al, "Building a knowledge Base for Policy Coherence and 
Sustainable Development "(forthcoming)
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Identification of the European Union key policy nodes



18

European Commission Community of Practice on SDGs
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Stay in touch

•Apollonia Miola apollonia.miola@ec.europa.eu

•EU Science Hub: ec.europa.eu/jrc

•Twitter: @EU_ScienceHub

•Facebook: EU Science Hub - Joint Research Centre

•LinkedIn: Joint Research Centre

•YouTube: EU Science Hub

mailto:apollonia.miola@ec.europa.eu

