Principles and value of decarbonizing the health sector
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Reducing the carbon emissions from health care

Figure 1: GHGP scopes in the context of the NHS
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The Carbon Footprint of the NHS --NHS England commits to
net zero by 2040 for direct emissions and by 2045 for indirect
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‘In 2019, the NHS emissions totalled 25 megatonnes CO2e, a reduction of 26%
since 1990, and a decrease of 64% in the emissions per inpatient finished

admission episode.’ (Tennison et al Lancet Planetary Health 2020)

Greenhouse gas emissions (Mt CO.e)

5-.

0

T T T T T T T T T 711
1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002

| I I I I I ||
2004 2006 2008 2010
Year

Personal travel

Il Visitortravel

[ Patient travel

[ Staff commute

Supply chain

Il Other procurement

B Food and catering

Bl Business services

[l Non-medical equipment

[ Medical equipment

1 Pharmaceuticals and chemicals
Commissioned

[ Commissioned health services

Delivery of care

Il Anaesthetic gases and MDls
I Fleet and business travel
[ Water and waste

[ Building energy



Scope 2 Electricity
12%%
- /
Chemical/
Computers/ pharmaceutical
electronics/ products

optical equipment

Waste
treatment Transport &
distribution

Processing of
sold products

End-of-life

treatment of

sold products

Other

Agriculture sectors/services

Scope 3 Other

Leased
assets
71% manufacturing @
Rubber/
plastic products Other
primary industries Employee

commuting

Purchased Tiaranett

goods and Other Capital P .
services fuel/energy goods Operational
activities &rnissions

Business
Waste travel Scope 1
generated in 1794

operations
Many components of scope 3 are “unmeasured” and are not fully captured
in the 712 of total emissions. These are depicted in purple.

e Salasetal BMJ 2020



Public support

897

92% of the public think it
Is important for the health
system to work in a more

sustainable way — (was
92% 2011, 89% 2013)

43% of the public said that the

health system should actin a
more sustainable way even if

there is a cost involved — (was

33% 2011, 36% 2013)

| 9%

25% of the public felt that
sustainability should be a
top priority — (was 19%
2011, 19% 2013)




Financial Case

From energy measures
alone

e £1.85bn saving since 2007

* £190m annual saving in
2015

e £370m savings pa by 2020

* Money kept in local health
economies

&s.
Public Health m
England England

Securing healthy returns

Realising the financial value of sustainable development




Appropriate use of technology--
Carbon footprint against travel distance savings of telehealth interventions.
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Win wins
-Saving lives with solar

* University Hospitals N.
Midlands

e Public investment raised
£336K

« Community owned solar on
hospital.

* No capital cost to NHS
* £300k to tackle local fuel
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Nature-based solutions BLE DEVE

NHS
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growing forests for health
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Developing tool kits to support change----

‘@ Green Impact for Health Toolkit - X -+

& C () @& greenerpractice.co.uk/green-impact-for-health-toolkit

GREENER
RACTICE

s

GREEN IMPACT FOR

HEALTH TOOLKIT

Our Work Green Impact for Health Toolkit

We have been encouraging local practices to use the RCGP Green Impact for Health Scheme which

is a useful tool to get started on the road to sustainable healthcare. See the “For GPs” section for

more information.
GREEN IMPACT FOR
HEALTH TOOLKIT

Greener Practice was instrumental in developing the RCGP South Yorkshire and North Trent
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Towards net-zero resilient health systems
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